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The Food Safety Committee continues to remain very busy supporting several initiatives across the 
province.  Some of the committee’s highlights since my last report include the following: 
 
Interagency Council on Food Safety 
 
I will start off with some good news!  Myself and Fran Gelder, who represents members of ASPHIO are 
the new co-chairs of the Interagency Council on Food Safety (ICFS) for the next couple of years.   
 
The ICFS provides a means of information sharing and collaboration on common intergovernmental 
activities related to food safety while respecting the jurisdictional authority of individual member 
agencies.  Agencies participating in this group include:  OMAFRA, MOHLTC, MOE, MNR, LCBO, Health 
Canada, CFIA, alPHa and Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada. 
 
Any questions relating to this council and the work they do can be forwarded to either me at 
roccac@sdhu.com or to Fran Gelder at fran.gelder@smdhu.org. 
 
Farmers’ Markets & Special Events Consultation 
 
In another opportunity to work together, the ASPHIO executive, through their Food Safety      
Sub-committee invited CIPHI (ON) to participate in a review of the revised version of the Farmers’ 
Markets & Special Events document.  Comments and concerns were submitted to Chad Ikert of the 
County of Lambton this past March. 
 
Guelph Food Safety Seminar Series Working Group 
 
Carolyn Legge of the Sudbury & District Health Unit continues to represent CIPHI (ON) on this.  Part of 
the focus of this group is to plan an annual Food Safety Symposium and to coordinate and host monthly 
seminars.  Since the writing of my last report, CIPHI (ON) has participated in the planning, promoting 
and organizing of last October’s annual symposium.  This symposium, held in Guelph, ON had a theme of 
“Evidence to Decisions: Turning Knowledge Into Practice.”  An evaluation of this event proved it was a 
great success. 
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Ontario Multi-Agency Foodborne Outbreak / Food Recall Working Group 
 
The Ontario Multi-Agency Foodborne Outbreak / Food Recall Working Group has representatives from 
MOHLTC, CFIA, ASPHIO, PHAC, OMAFRA and PHO.  The purpose of this working group is to improve the 
effectiveness of the multi-agency response to a foodborne outbreak / food recall event in Ontario.   
 
I continue to represent CIPHI (ON) and provide support to this committee. 
 
Open for Business Ontario 

 

On a final note, it has been almost a year since CIPHI (ON) was invited by the MOHLTC to participate 

alongside with ASPHIO, COMOH and the Ontario Restaurant and Hotel Management Association 

(ORHMA), on a committee to respond to some hospitality based recommendations.  Key areas of focus 

on this Open for Business Ontario initiative include: i) food premise inspection reporting through a 

disclosure system and ii) food handler training and certification programs.   

 

Since last April, I and John Yan of Wellington-Dufferin Guelph Health Unit have been working on the 

group dealing with food handler training.  In this past year the committee has worked hard and created 

a standard evaluation form to evaluate food handler training programs that were submitted by health 

units.  A separate review team was set up to conduct independent evaluations of the submitted 

programs.  The intent of the review was to select one program to be nominated that could be adopted 

by all health units if they choose.  The review is now complete and the health unit that created the 

recommended food handler training program is now being contacted.  Members of the review team 

include Rob Colvin and Owen Chong of Toronto Public Health, Donna Poon of York Region and myself. 

 

Steve Rebellato from York Region is the representative on the group dealing with reporting of food 

premises inspections / disclosure programs.  To date, a document of existing disclosure programs in the 

province has been created.  This list will be used as a basis in developing a new guidance document for 

those health units wishing to create a disclosure program in their area. 

 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Cynthia (Cindy) Peacock-Rocca 
Food Safety Councilor (ON Br.) 
April 27, 2012 


